Medical Decision Making: Hyposphagma Prior to Intravenous Tissue Plasminogen Activator in Acute Ischemic Stroke.
The decision to administer intravenous tissue plasminogen activator (IV tPA) is based on standard exclusion and inclusion criteria, which include laboratories, imaging, and time of last known well. When patients present with a clinical scenario that is not addressed in these standards, the decision to administer IV tPA is more complex. We present a case of a patient with an acute stroke syndrome that also included acute subconjunctival hemorrhage (i.e., hyposphagma). We provide the medical decision making that occurred prior to the administration. Ultimately, the finding of hyposphagma should not disqualify eligible patients from receiving IV tPA.